CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
CITY COUNCIL
Kent County, Michigan
Councilmember __________supported by Councilmember__________, moved the
adoption of the following ordinance:
ORDINANCE NO. _________
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND Chapter 40 - ZONING OF THE CODE.
THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ORDAINS:
Section 1 Amendment to Chapter 40-ZONING, Article VII SIGNS, sections 40-540
through 40-557 inclusive to read in their entirety as follows:

ARTICLE VII. - SIGNS

SEC. 40-540. - PURPOSE AND INTENT.

The purpose of this article is to permit and regulate signs within the city so as to
protect public safety, health and welfare; minimize abundance, nature, type and size of
signs to reduce visual clutter, motorist distraction, confusion, and loss of sight distance;
promote public convenience; preserve property values; support and complement land
use objectives as set forth in the City of Cedar Springs Master Plan and Zoning
Ordinance; and enhance the aesthetic appearance and quality of life within the city.
The standards contained herein are intended to be content neutral.
These objectives are furthered by establishing the minimum amount of regulations
necessary concerning the size, placement, construction, illumination, and other aspects
of signs in the city so as to:
(1) Protect the public right to receive messages, including noncommercial

messages such as religious, political, economic, social and other types of
information protected by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
(2) Recognize that the proliferation of signs (as well as the existence of certain

types of signs) can be unduly distracting to motorists and nonmotorized
travelers, reduces the effectiveness of signs directing and warning the public,
causes confusion, reduces desired uniform traffic flow, and creates the
potential for accidents.
(3) Prevent signs that are potentially dangerous to the public due to structural

deficiencies or disrepair.
(4) Reduce visual pollution and physical obstructions caused by a proliferation of

signs or a magnitude of illumination which would diminish the city's image,
property values and quality of life.

(5) Recognize that the principal purpose of commercial signs should be for

identification of an establishment on the premises, and not for advertising
special events, brand names, or off-premises activities given that many
alternative channels of advertising communication and media are available for
advertising which does not create visual blight and compromise traffic safety.
(6) Enable the public to locate goods, services and facilities without excessive

difficulty and confusion by restricting the number and placement of signs.
(7) Prevent placement of signs which will conceal or obscure signs of adjacent uses.
(8) Prevent off-premises signs from conflicting with other allowed land uses

Maintain and improve the image of the city by encouraging signs of consistent
size which are compatible with and complementary to related buildings and
uses, and harmonious with their surroundings.
(9) Prohibit portable commercial signs due to their significant negative impact on

traffic safety and aesthetics.
(10) Preserve and enhance the image of the city's downtown.

The regulations and standards of this article are considered to be the minimum
necessary to achieve the substantial government interests of public safety, aesthetics,
and protection of property values, and are intended to be content-neutral. In other
words, the intent of the city is to regulate the size, location and type of a sign rather than
its content.
I.

SEC. 40-541. - SIGN DEFINITIONS.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning.
Awning or canopy sign means a nonrigid fabric marquee or awning-type
structure which is attached to the building by supporting framework. See "wall
sign."
Banner sign means a temporary sign constructed of canvas, paper, cloth,
nylon or other similar non-rigid fabric-like material without an enclosing structural
framework which is not permanently affixed to a supporting structure.
Box sign means an internally-illuminated sign with a solid frame to which
plastic, metal or similar sign panels are attached.
Commercial Establishment means business operating independent of any
other business located in a freestanding building; in a strip mall, a business
completely separated from other businesses by walls from the ground up and with
a door which may regularly be used by the public for exclusive ingress and
egress to that business; in an enclosed structure with a shared climate controlled

area, a business completely separated from other businesses by walls from the
ground up and with a door or entrance which may regularly be used by the public
for exclusive ingress and egress to that business and which may be closed to the
public even while the common area is open to the public; and in an office building,
a business holding itself out to the public as a single entity, independent of other
businesses or persons.
Digital sign means sign or portion thereof that displays electronic, digital,
pictorial, or text information in which alphanumeric characters, graphics, or
symbols are defined by a small number of matrix elements using different
combinations of light emitting diodes (LED’s), fiber optics, light bulbs, or other
illumination devices within the display area. Such signs can include computer
programmable, microprocessor controlled electronic displays, and video display
signs.
Directional Sign: A sign used primarily to give information about the location
of either the driver of motorized vehicles or possible destinations. Although this is
a content-based distinction, these signs are important to prevent public confusion
and facilitate collision-free flow of traffic.
Festoon means a chain or garland of flowers, leaves, or ribbons, hung in a
curve as a decoration
Flag sign, permanent means a sign made of cloth, nylon or other similar
non-rigid fabric-like material attached to or hung from a single pole installed in the
ground in a permanent fashion.
Flag sign, temporary. Also called feather flags or flutter flags. A sign made
of cloth, nylon or other similar non-rigid fabric like material attached to a single
pole positioned in the ground in a non-permanent fashion or hung from a building
or structure. A banner sign is not a temporary flag sign.
Flashing sign means a sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source.
Freestanding sign means a sign not attached to a building or wall,
supported by one or more poles or braces or resting on the ground or on a
foundation resting on the ground.
Government Sign means a sign erected, permitted by, or required to be
erected by a government agency.
Ground sign means a freestanding sign supported by a base that rests
directly on the ground and the top of which is not more than six feet above the

ground. The width of the base shall be at least 50 percent of the width of the sign
in order to be a ground sign.
Human or animal sign means a sign held by or attached to a human or
animal for the purposes of advertising or otherwise drawing attention to an
individual, business, commodity, service or product. This can also include a
person or animal dressed in costume for the purpose of advertising or drawing
attention to an individual, business, commodity, service or product.
Identification Sign means a sign intended to communicate information
about services and facilities. Although this is a content-based distinction, these
signs are important to prevent public confusion and facilitate collision-free flow of
traffic.
Illegal sign means a sign which does not meet the requirements of this
chapter (or this article) and does not have legal nonconforming status.
Mansard means a sloped roof or roof-like facade. Signs mounted on the
face of a mansard roof shall be considered wall signs.
Manual Sign means a sign on which the letters or pictorials are
changed by hand
Marquee means a permanent roof-like structure or canopy, supported by
and extending from the face of the building. A marquee sign is a sign attached to
or supported by a marquee structure.
Message means information or data that is presented on a sign.
Moving sign means a sign in which the sign, itself or any portion of the sign,
moves or revolves. A "rotating sign" is a type of moving sign. This definition does
not include "changeable message signs."
Multi-Vision Sign: Any sign composed in whole or in part of a series of
vertical or horizontal slats or cylinders that are capable of being rotated at intervals
so that partial rotation of the group of slats or cylinders produces a different image
or images.
Mural or painted wall means a design or representation which is painted or
drawn on the exterior surface of a structure.
Nonconforming sign (also called a "legal nonconforming sign") means a
sign that does not comply with the size, placement, construction or other
standards or regulations of this chapter or article, but was lawfullyestablished
prior to its adoption. Signs for which the zoning board of appeals has granted a
variance are exempt and shall not be defined as nonconforming.

Obsolete sign means a sign that advertises a product that is no longer
made or that advertises a business that has closed.
Pennant means a flag or cloth that tapers to a point.
Permanent Sign means a sign installed on a support structure, not intended
to be moved or removed, but to remain for an indefinite period of time.
Pole sign means a freestanding sign supported by a structure, or poles, or
braces less than 50 percent of the width of the sign and located more than six
feet above the ground.
Portable sign means a sign designed to be moved from place to place,
whether or not it is permanently attached to the ground or structure. This includes
hot-air and gas-filled balloons, pennants, streamers, festoons, ribbons, tinsel,
pinwheels,, and searchlights and signs mounted on a portable structure including
those with wheels.
Projecting sign means a sign, other than a wall sign, that is affixed to any
building or wall and whose leading edge extends more than 12 inches beyond
such building or wall.
Roof sign means any sign that extends above the roofline or is erected over
the surface of the roof.
Sandwich board sign, also known as a poster panel or "A" frame sign means
a moveable nonpermanent sign placed within the pedestrian public right-of-way of
a public sidewalk during regular business hours consisting of an "A" frame or
"inverted T" frame or other temporary style, with not more than two flat surfaces
containing messages, and not permanently affixed to any structure or to the
sidewalk itself.
Sign means any device, structure, fixture, figure, symbol, banner, pennant,
flag, balloon, logo, or placard consisting of written copy, symbols, logos and/or
graphics, designed for the purpose of conveying, bringing attention to, identifying
or advertising an establishment, product, goods, services, or other message to
the general public. Unless otherwise indicated, the definition of "sign" includes
interior and exterior signs which are visible from any public street, sidewalk, alley,
park, or public property, but not signs which are primarily visible to and directed
only at persons within the premises upon which the sign is located.

Streamers mean a long, narrow strip of material used as a decoration
or symbol.
Temporary sign means a sign not permanently attached to the ground,
a structure, or a building.
Temporary signs may include banners and any other signs displayed for a
limited period of time.
Traffic Warning Sign means sign that indicates a hazard ahead on a road
that may not be readily apparent to a driver, bicyclist, or pedestrian. Although this
is a content-based distinction, these signs are important to prevent public
confusion and facilitate collision-free flow of traffic.
Vehicle business sign means signs on or affixed to a parked or displayed
vehicle, truck trailer, trailer or similar item which is being used principally
(temporarily or long term) for advertising purposes, rather than for transportation
purposes.
Video Sign means a sign which displays moving images as on a
television screen.
Wall sign means a sign attached parallel to and extending not more
than 12 inches from the wall of a building. Painted signs, signs which
consist of individual letters, cabinet signs, and signs mounted on the face of
a mansard roof shall be considered wall signs.
Window sign means a sign located inside of a window or on the inside of a
window which is intended to be viewed from the outside.
II.

SEC. 40-542. - PROHIBITED SIGNS.

A sign not expressly permitted by this Article is prohibited. The following types of
signs are expressly prohibited:
1. Signs which obstruct free access or egress to or from any building
(including those that obstruct any fire escape, required exit way, window,
or door opening or that prevent free access to the roof by firefighters) or
to, on or along any road, driveway, sidewalk or alley.
2. Moving signs and signs having moving members or parts, excluding
barbershop poles and digital signs
3. Inflatable signs.
4. Signs which in any way simulate or could be confused with the lighting of
emergency vehicles or traffic signals. In addition, there shall be no

flashing, oscillating or intermittent, or red, yellow, or green illumination on
any sign located in the same line of vision as a traffic control system, nor
shall any sign interfere with vision clearance along any highway, street, or
road or at any intersection of two or more streets.
5. Signs, which obstruct or impair the vision of motorists or non-motorized
travelers at any intersection, driveway, within a parking lot or loading
area.
6. Roof signs unless specifically permitted elsewhere in this article.
7. Portable signs.
8. Pole signs unless specifically permitted elsewhere in this article.
9. Illegal signs.
10. Obsolete signs and any sign or sign structure which:
a. Is structurally unsafe;
b. Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate
maintenance, dilapidation, or abandonment;
c. Is capable of causing electric shock to person who come in contact
with it; or
d. Is not kept in good repair, such that it has broken parts, missing
letters, or nonoperational lights.
e. Flashing or strobe signs.
f. Any nongovernment sign which makes use of the words "Stop",
"Look", or "Danger", or any other words, phrases, symbols, or
characters, in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or
confuse drivers.
g. Human or animal signs
h. Abandoned signs.
i.

Vehicle business signs.

j.

For wall signs in the B-2, Central Business District, box signs are
prohibited.

SEC. 40-543. - EXEMPTIONS TO PERMITTING.
The following signs shall not require a permit from the city provided such signs comply
with the requirements of Section 50-544 herein and all other applicable requirement of this
Sign Ordinance.
1. Signs which are four (4) square feet or less in area subject to the following
requirements:
a. The total number of free standing signs shall not exceed one sign for every
33 feet of lineal road frontage per parcel.
b. Any freestanding sign shall not exceed a height of four feet.
c. Freestanding signs located within the required front yard shall be at least 10
feet apart.

2. Directional, identification, or traffic warning signs provided the size of each sign
does not exceed four (4) square feet and three feet in height and each sign is
located at least five feet from any lot line
3. Flags of any nation, state, city, township, government, government authorized
agency, or educational institution.
4. Temporary signs meeting the requirements of section 40- 547.
5. Sandwich board signs which meet the requirements of 40-549.
6. Signs erected for ordering or viewing drive-through window services or products
when adjacent to a drive-through window vehicle driving lane.
7. Interior signs, including any sign which is located completely within an enclosed
building, and which is not visible from outside the building or which is primarily
directed at persons within the premises upon which the sign is located.
8. Murals or painted wall signs in the B-2 District, related to the theme of the business,
when painted on the side or rear exterior surfaces of a building or structure subject
to the following requirements:
a. The mural shall be less than 12 square feet in area and shall not have raised
borders, raised letters, raised characters, decorations, or lighting appliances;
b. Mural or painted wall signs may be greater than 12 square feet if the sign
enhances the architecture of the building as determined by the planning
commission.
9. Governmental or municipal signs installed for a governmental or municipal purpose.
SEC. 40-544. -REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL SIGNS

a. No sign shall be allowed in a public right-of-way or public easement except as
may be allowed elsewhere in this Sign Ordinance, unless prior city council
approval is obtained under subsection 32-2(B) of the City of Cedar Springs
Code of Ordinances.
b. Side and rear yard setbacks for signs shall be the same as that required for
the main structure or building, provided that all nonresidential signs shall be
set back at least 100 feet from any residential district.
c. Clear vision area. In order to ensure adequate sight distance for motorists,
bicyclists and pedestrians, a minimum clear vision area shall be maintained
between a height of 24 inches and six feet above ground within a triangular
area measured 25 feet back from intersection of public right-of-way lines
d. Design and construction. Signs shall be designed to be compatible with the
character of building materials and landscaping to promote an overall unified
and aesthetic effect in accordance with the standards set forth herein. Signs
shall not be constructed from materials that are remnants, manufactured for a
different purpose, or inappropriate for the proposed longevity of the sign.
e. Illumination.
1. Signs may be illuminated, but only by steady, stationary, shielded light
sources directed solely at the sign or internal to it.
2. Use of glaring undiffused lights, including bare bulbs, strobes, or
flames, is prohibited.

3. Lighting shall be shielded and/or pointed downward so as not to
project onto adjoining properties or thoroughfares.
4. Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs not
attached to a building.
f. Maintenance and construction.
g. Every sign shall be constructed and maintained at all times in a manner
consistent with the building code provisions and in reasonable repair and
good structural condition at all times. At all times, all signs shall be kept neatly
painted, stained, sealed or preserved including all metal, wood or other
materials used for parts and supports.
h. All signs erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered or moved shall be
constructed in such a manner and of such materials so that they shall be able
to withstand wind pressure of at least 20 pounds per square foot or 75 miles
per hour.
i. All signs, including any cables, guy wires, or supports, shall have a minimum
clearance of four feet from any electric fixture, street light, or other public
utility pole or standard.
j. A light pole, utility pole, or other support structure not specifically designed as sign
support structure, shall not be used for the placement of any sign unless specifically
approved for such use.

k. A wall sign shall not extend beyond the edge of the wall to which it is affixed
or extend above the roof line of a building.
l. A sign and its supporting mechanism shall not extend beyond the lot lines of
the property on which it is located.
m. A window sign may consist of illuminated letters including neon and other
similar cold cathode fluorescent lamp lights.
n. To assist emergency personnel in case of an emergency, all on site signs
identifying a building or specific use shall have displayed thereon the address
number of the property on which the building or use is located. The address
number shall be displayed in a block text having a minimum height of four
inches and a color that contrasts with the color of the background on which
the address number is displayed.

SEC. 40-545. - SIGN MEASUREMENT AND AREA.

The following shall apply to the measurement of signs:
1. The allowable area for signs shall be measured by calculating the square footage
of the sign face and any frame or base of other material or color forming an integral
part of the display or used to differentiate it from the background against which it is
placed as measured by enclosing the most protruding points or edges of a sign
within a parallelogram or rectangle.

2. When a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in
calculating the area of the sign, except that where two such faces are placed back
to back, only the larger face shall be considered (or if both faces are of the same
size, only one face shall be considered), provided that both faces are part of the
same structure, contain the same message and are separated by no more than two
feet.
3. For purposes of calculating sign area allowed as a wall sign, the wall sign square
footage shall be determined by measuring a parallelogram (box) which includes the
portion of the canopy which contains a message, symbol and/or logo.
4. When a sign consists solely of lettering or other sign elements printed, painted or
mounted on a wall of a building without any distinguishing border, panel or
background, the calculation for sign area shall be measured by enclosing the most
protruding edges of the sign elements within a parallelogram or rectangle.
5. Sign area within circle, triangle or parallelogram. The entire area within a circle,
triangle or parallelogram enclosing the extreme limits of writing, representation,
emblem, or any figure or similar character, together with any frame or other material
or color forming an integral part of the display or used to differentiate such sign
from the background against which it is placed; excluding the necessary supports or
uprights on which such sign is placed unless utilized as part of the total display
area.
6. Sign height. The height of a sign shall be measured as the vertical distance from
the highest point of the sign to the grade of the adjacent street or the average
grade of the ground immediately beneath the sign, whichever is less.
7. Sign height shall not be measured from an area of the ground that has been built up
or constructed in a manner that would have the effect of allowing a higher sign
height than permitted by these regulations (e.g., the height of signs erected on a
berm shall be measured from the finished grade adjacent to the berm).

III.

SEC. 40-546 DIGITAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS
a. Digital signs are allowed only as a ground sign in the following Zoning Districts
1. B-1, B-3, and I-1 Districts;
2. In the HC district as either a ground sign or as a pole sign
3. In the Mixed-Use District for non-residential uses only;
4. In the R-R, R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 Districts by the granting of a Special Land

Use permit in accordance with the requirements of Sections 40-569 through
40-579 as applicable.
b. Digital signs shall comply with the following regulations:
1. A digital sign shall not consist of more than 75% of the allowable sign area
except for signs which are 24 square feet or less in area.
2. A digital sign shall not have any flashing, blinking, scrolling, alternating,
sequentially lighted, animated, rolling, shimmering, sparkling, bursting,
dissolving, twinkling, fade-in/fade-out, oscillating, moving text or images, or
simulated movement of text or images.
3. A digital sign shall not exceed a maximum illumination of 3,000 nits (candelas
per square meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 325
nits (candelas per square meter) between dusk to dawn as measured at the
sign's face at maximum brightness. However, even if the sign complies with
the illumination requirements above, the sign shall not be of such intensity or
brilliance as to impair the vision of or be a distraction to a motor vehicle
driver with average eyesight or to otherwise interfere with the driver’s
operation of a motor vehicle; or be of such intensity or brilliance that it
interferes with the effectiveness of an official traffic sign, device, or signal.
The zoning administrator shall have final determination whether a digital sign
impairs vision or is too distracting to motor vehicle drivers.
4. The dwell time, defined as the interval of change between each individual
message, shall be at least ten seconds and a change of message must be
accomplished within one second or less. The dwell time shall not include the
one second or less to change the message.
5. A digital sign shall be equipped with a brightness control sensor that allows
for the brightness to be adjusted either manually or automatically.
6. Prior to the issuance of a sign permit for a digital sign, the applicant shall
provide to the Zoning Administrator certification from the manufacturer of the
sign that the illumination settings for the sign comply with the maximum
illumination requirements of this Section.
7. Any voids or burned out bulb in an electronic display shall be replaced within
seven days and any malfunctioning signs must be turned off until repaired.
8. A digital sign shall not have a white background in order to reduce glare
9. A digital is allowed as a window sign and shall comply with the requirements
for electronic reader boards as set forth in this Article. Any flashing or strobe
type lights within a building or structure which are visible from the exterior of
the building or structure are prohibited.
10. A digital sign legally in existence upon the effective date of this Article shall
be required to comply with the illumination requirements of this Article and
the requirements of Section 40-545 regarding flashing, movement, scrolling
and other methods of message display within 60 days from the effective date
of this Article.
11. All digital signs shall be placed and lit in such a way to minimize impact on
residential homes.

SEC. 40-547. - TEMPORARY SIGNS.

A temporary sign meeting these requirements shall be exempt from permitting.

1. A temporary sign may be installed concurrent with the event or occurrence and
removed upon the end of the event or occurrence. The Zoning Administrator shall
have the discretion to determine the beginning and end date of the event or
occurrence.
2. The size and number of temporary signs allowed shall be as specified within each
zoning district provided in Sections 40-548 and 40-549.
3. Location of temporary signs shall comply with the following:
a. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole, tree, fence, or be
located within any public road right-of-way.
b. Temporary signs shall not be located on any public property without
permission granted by the City Council or City Manager.
c. Temporary signs shall not be erected in such a manner that they will
interfere with, obstruct, confuse or mislead traffic.
d. Temporary signs shall not be placed or constructed so as to create a
hazard of any kind.
e. Temporary signs shall not be located within any clear vision triangle, as
described in subsection 40- 544. A temporary sign shall not be displayed if it
is torn, bent, faded, not upright, unreadable, or otherwise unsightly.
4. Temporary signs held by a person shall not be displayed in the road right of way
and shall not hamper the visibility of a driver on or off the site.
5. Temporary signs shall only be internally illuminated.
6. The Zoning Administrator shall have the discretion to determine when a temporary
sign is a permanent sign and subject to the rules for permanent signs.
7. All temporary signs must be marked in such a way as to identify the owner of the
sign or the party responsible for placement of the sign. Such information must be
readily identifiable upon reasonable inspection.

SEC. 40-548- SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE RR, R-1, R-2, R-3 AND R-4 ZONING
DISTRICTS

The following signs are permitted in the RR, R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4 Zoning Districts:

1. One permanent ground sign is permitted per parcel according to the following
requirements:
a. The size of the sign shall not exceed 50 square feet in area per sign face
b. The height of the sign shall not exceed six feet.
c. The sign shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from the front lot line
d. The sign may be illuminated.

2. Wall signs are permitted as part of an application for and approval of a Special
Land Use permit according to the following requirements. Each use shall be
permitted to have one wall sign per public or private street frontage as follows:

a. The sign shall not exceed 50 square feet in area.
b. The wall sign shall be placed on that side of the building which directly faces
the street.
c. All signs shall be placed flat against the building and shall not project
beyond a wall or architectural feature by more than one foot. No wall sign
shall project above or beyond the roof or parapet to which it is attached.
d. A wall sign may be internally illuminated.

(3) Temporary signs are permitted as follows:
a. Temporary Signs under 6 square feet shall be exempt from permitting and
each parcel shall be entitled to up to 12 square feet of exempt temporary
signage.
b. Temporary signs over 6 square feet shall require a permit but may not
exceed 50 square feet in any case.
c. The height of a temporary sign shall not exceed six feet
d. Temporary signs shall comply with the requirements of Section 40-547

(4) Additional Signs. One permanent ground sign may be provided at each vehicular
entrance to a residential subdivision, condominium development, multi-family
development, manufactured housing community, assisted living and senior housing, or
other similar permitted uses subject to the following requirements;
a. Each permitted sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in area.
b. The height of the sign shall not exceed six feet.
c. The sign shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from the front lot line
d. The sign may be illuminated.

SEC. 40-549- SIGN REGULATIONS FOR THE B-1, B-2, B-3 HC, MU and I-1 ZONING
DISTRICTS

The following signs are permitted in the B-1, B-2, B-3 HC, MU and I-1Zoning Districts:
1. Ground Signs. One permanent ground sign is permitted per parcel except as may
be permitted by Section 40-549 (2) according to the following requirements:
a. The size of the sign shall not exceed 100 square feet in area per sign face
b. The height of the sign shall not exceed ten feet.
c. The sign shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from the front lot line
d. The sign may be illuminated.

2. Additional ground signs are permitted according to the following table and the
requirements of 40-549(1).

For parcels with frontage along two or
One sign shall be allowed to be established
more rights-of-way
on each of two of the frontages

Two ground signs shall be permitted. Such signs
For parcels with more than 300 feet of
shall be at least 100 feet apart
frontage along one right-of-way

3. Wall Signs. Wall signs are permitted according to the following requirements:
a. One or more wall signs may be allowed per business, in addition to any
other allowed ground signs.
b. The sign or signs shall only be placed on those walls having direct frontage on
a public or private street.
c. A sign may also be placed on those walls which are perpendicular or
approximately at an angle of 90 degrees to a public street. Such wall must
be within 200 feet of the center of the adjoining public road and must have a
clear distance of more than 25 feet between the wall and any other structure.
d. The maximum square footage of a single wall sign or the cumulative total of
all wall signs shall not exceed ten percent of the wall to which the sign or
signs are attached OR, in the alternative, one square foot of sign area for
each lineal foot of building frontage on a public or private street, whichever
results in the larger sign area per use or business establishment.
e. In no case shall a sign exceed 100 square feet of area except that the
planning commission, may increase the maximum size of the wall sign for a
single business operating as the principal use in a building as follows
i. For a building with 201—400 linear feet of building frontage facing a
public or private street and having a public entrance on that street, the
size of the sign may be increased to a maximum of 150 square feet.
ii. For a building with more than 400 linear feet of building frontage facing
a public or private street and having a public entrance on that street
the size of the sign may be increased to a maximum of 200 square
feet.
iii. The Planning Commission shall consider the following criteria in
determining the appropriate sign size as permitted by Sections 40549(3) (e) (2) & (3) above:
1. Whether the proposed size of the sign is necessary for proper
visibility due to the distance of the sign from the street;
2. Whether the proposed size of the sign is consistent with the
character of wall sign sizes on nearby buildings given the
location of the proposed building.
3. Whether the size of the proposed sign is in proportion to the
size of the wall to which the sign will be attached.

4. Projecting, awning and canopy signs. Projecting signs, awnings and canopy signs
may be used as an alternative to wall signs listed in Section 40-549(3) provided the signs
meet the sign area requirements of Section 40-549(3) and the following standards:
a.
Any sign area on a canopy shall be included in calculations of maximum wall
sign square footage.
b.
Projecting or canopy signs in the B-1 District shall be set back at least two feet
from any street curb line, shall not extend more than six feet over the public right-of-way,
and shall leave a minimum clearance of eight feet above the ground.
c.
Projecting, awning or canopy signs, other than those in the B-2 District, shall
have a minimum ground clearance of ten feet, shall be set back at least six feet from any

adjacent public right-of-way, nor project over an alley or private access lane. A projecting
sign shall not extend for more than two feet from the building to which it is attached.
d.
No awning, canopy or projecting sign shall extend above the roof or parapet of
the structure to which it is attached by more than one foot.
e.
Wood posts or supporting arms shall not be used in conjunction with any
projecting sign, unless it is decorative in nature and part of the character of the sign.
f.
Projecting signs shall not exceed ten square feet in area per side or three feet in
width. The area of such sign shall be in addition to any permitted sign provided for herein.

5. Sandwich board signs. Sandwich board or portable A-frame signs are permitted in
the B-1, B-2, B-3, MU, and H-C Districts subject to the following requirements:
a.
The sign may be placed within the public right of way on a public sidewalk but
not within any public street vehicle travel lane.
b.
The sign may be located outside of the business it serves but shall be located,
no more than ten feet from the customer entrance to the business, be a minimum of two
feet from the edge of the curb, and be located so that at least a five-foot-wide unobstructed walkway is maintained.
c.
One sign per customer entrance shall be permitted regardless of the number of
tenants on the premises.
d.

The sign may be displayed only during operating business hours.

e.
Each sign shall not exceed an overall height of 60 inches and an overall width of
36 inches.
f.
No sign shall be located in such a manner as to interfere with vehicular or
pedestrian traffic flow or visibility.
g.
repair.

All signs must be constructed of weatherproof, durable material and kept in good

h.

The sandwich board sign shall not be illuminated in any manner.

i.
Sandwich board signs within the public right-of-way may be moved/removed by
the city for municipal purposes (i.e., code enforcement, snow removal, traffic issues,
maintenance, etc.).
j.
All sandwich board signs must be marked in such a way as to identify the owner
of the sign or the party responsible for placement of the sign. Such information must be
readily identifiable upon reasonable inspection.
6. Window signs. Window signs are permitted but shall not exceed 25 percent of the
window area and shall be placed so as to maintain clear vision into the building for public
safety reasons. Professionally made window graphics that are visually transparent from
inside the building may occupy up to an additional 50 percent of the window area.

7. Temporary signs are permitted as follows:
a.
Temporary Signs under 24 square feet shall be exempt from permitting and each
parcel shall be entitled to up to 48 square feet of exempt temporary signage.
b.
Temporary signs over 24 square feet shall require a permit but may not exceed 50
square feet in any case.
c.
The height of a temporary sign shall not exceed six feet
d.
Temporary signs shall comply with the requirements of Section 40-547

8. Additional Signs. One permanent ground sign may be provided at each vehicular
entrance to an industrial park subject to the following requirements;
a.
Each permitted sign shall not exceed 72 square feet in area.
b.
The height of the sign shall not exceed six feet.
c.
The sign shall be setback a minimum of 10 feet from the front lot line
d.
The sign may be illuminated.
9.
Pole Signs. One permanent pole sign is permitted per parcel in the HC district
instead of and in place of any and all permanent ground signs excepting directional
signage.
a.
Each permitted pole sign shall not exceed 100 square feet in area.
b.
The pole sign shall not be more than 5 feet taller than the roofline of the primary
building on the parcel nor taller than 50 feet in any case.
c.
The pole sign shall conform to all requirements of Sec. 40-544 and 40-545.
d.
The sign shall be of a monopole design.
e.
The pole sign may be digital as permitted under 40-546
f.
The minimum height between the bottom of the sign and the ground shall be ten
feet.
g.
Pole signs may be internally lit but not externally lit.
h.
The design plans for any pole sign shall be sealed by a professional engineer or
architect and receive appropriate building permits to ensure the safety of the public.
i.
Pole signs in the HC district which do not conform to these standards at the time
of this ordinance shall be non-conforming.
SEC. 40-550. - NONCONFORMING SIGNS.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-550

SEC. 40-551. - DANGEROUS, UNSAFE, ABANDONED, AND ILLEGALLY ERECTED
SIGNS.
NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-551
SEC. 40-552. - PERMITS AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES.

RE-NUMBER AS 40-552

(a) Required. Except as expressly provided in section 40-543 relating to signs exempt
from permitting, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, alter, display, relocate, or

maintain any sign or other structure designed to display a message without first obtaining
a permit therefor from the city and payment of a fee provided for in this section.
NO CHANGE TO REMAINDER OF SECTION

SEC. 40-553. - SIGN INSTALLERS—LICENSE AND INSURANCE.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-553

SEC. 40-554. - ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, VIOLATIONS, AND PENALTIES.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-554
SEC. 40-555. - APPEALS AND VARIANCES.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-555

SEC. 40-556. - SUBSTITUTION CLAUSE—NONCOMMERCIAL MESSAGE.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-556

SEC. 40-557. - SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

NO CHANGE EXCEPT TO RE-NUMBER AS 40-557

Section 2.
Severability and Repeal. If any portion of this Ordinance shall be held to be
unlawful, the remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect. All
ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
Section 3

Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its publication or the
publication of a synopsis thereof in The Cedar Springs Post, a newspaper of
general circulation within the City.

YEAS: Councilmembers:___________________________________________________

NAYS: Councilmembers:___________________________________________________

ABSENT: Councilmembers:________________________________________________

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:________________________________________________

IV.

Ordinance no. xxx – DECLARED ADOPTED

Dated XXX, 2018
_______________________
Rebecca Newland, City Clerk

V.

CERTIFICATION

I certify that this is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the City
Council of the City of Cedar Springs at a Regular Meeting held XXX, 2018 and that
public notice of the meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act 267 of
the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.

Dated: XXX, 2018

